Subject-
Potential for Cooperation and coordination among Christian Political Parties


To begin with I would like to point out that we do not have in Lebanon or at least to my knowledge any political party which is a Christian political party by definition in the same way as one would define Hizballah as a purely Islamic party.


The political parties which came to be only known as “Christian” parties such as the Kataeb, the Wataneen Al Ahrar, the Ketleh Al Watanyeh and a few others all have bylaws that do not specify the communal belonging of their adherents.  As a matter of fact, even today and after the events of the past twenty-five years took their toll, in dividing Christians and Muslims, many Muslims still stick to their partisanship within our parties.


I had to clarify this issue because as head of the Ahrars, for example, I never feel that our party’s discourse on all issues was ever based on any subject other than to serve the general national interests.  The same can be said of the manner of speech which is held today by Kornet Chehwan.


However, before describing what is now known as the Encounter of Kornet Chehwan, which is the latest example of cooperation between parties, I would like to refer to Lebanon’s recent history and cite a few successful examples of cooperation but who despite their success in the field, could never reach high enough levels of cooperation and organization to allow them a longer span of life.

Taking into account that Lebanon is a relatively young republic, the existence of political parties in the western understanding of the subject is also relatively recent.  The first two parties were the Al Kitleh al Watanyeh created by the late President of the Republic Emile Edde to be followed by the Kataeb or Phalangists in the late thirties and early forties.  The third of the large parties came into being in 1958 and was created by President Camille Chamoun before the end of his mandate.


The itinerary of each party differed only slightly from the other since they faced the same recruiting and organizational difficulties vis a vis a popular base style structured by centuries of feudal rule.  


After the events of 1958 and the failed attempt by Abdel Nasser and Syria to add Lebanon to their United Arab republic, the majority of the Lebanese and especially the educated class realized that this type of danger will remain lurking at Lebanon’s doorstep for as long as dictatorial military regimes continue to govern Syria and most of the other arab countries.


The need to get together and coordinate became more and more necessary as the contamination of military involvement in politics started spreading onto our Lebanese political scene.  The first political alliance took place with the creation of the Helf in 1968.  It was mainly an electoral alliance between the Kataebs, the Ahrars, and the Ketlet in order to defeat the efforts of the Deuxieme Bureau or GS or secret services of the Lebanese army who were pre-cooking the results with the aim of paving the way to Parliament of a certain selection of obedient candidates.  


The success obtained by the Helf were unbelievable but unfortunately very short-lived and only just made it into the next round of 1972.


The second serious attempt at coordination came in 1976 when the fighting was at its worst and the various parties with knives at their throat decided to put their game together.  The first body of the Al Jebhat Al Lubnanieh or the Lebanese front was formed by Camille Chamoun as head of the Front,  Edward Honein as Secretary General, Pierre Gemayel, Charles Malek, Fouad Boustany, Abaty Charbel Kassis, Jawad Boulos and last but not least Suleiman Frangieh.  The reason I placed Suleiman Frangieh at the tail of the list is because he was the first to bail out after the assassination of his son Tony and his family.


The success and the strength of the Front were too much for the Syrians and their backers.  Something had to be done in order to split up the Front and diminish its domination of most of the Christian region of Lebanon.  They cleverly set up a series of incidents that culminated in the Ehden Frangieh Massacres, which as it turned out were carried out by a handful of Syrian-infiltrated agents.  


The Front continued, slightly crippled but could never really reach the level of organization that could effectively control the situation and the militias within.  All efforts to create a well-defined hierarchy were always met by some vain excuse by those who did not want to relinquish one inch of their independence and egotistical goals.


The Front vanished with the disappearance of its actors and the raison d’etre of its existence.  The fighting stopped.  The pyromaniac was allowed to come and control the many fires which he had started and the Lebanese population, tired of so many years of fighting, death and destruction, was lulled into a false state of security.  The Taef agreement which was a series of false promises misled many people to believe that the international community had finally managed to prescribe the magical remedy.


From that moment and until only very lately, it was practically impossible to convince the mainstream of Lebanese politicians that there was something terribly wrong, not only with the Taef agreement but also with those who were put by Syria in charge of its application.


Today after 10 plus years of Taef the penny finally dropped.  We find ourselves at the brink of total bankruptcy in all moral, political and financial aspects. 


The red sign finally came, the sirens blasted off and once again and as usual, the Lebanese are only just waking up to the fact that they have to cooperate and coordinate if they want a chance to survive. 


Can we do it? The answer is yes we can.  Yes we can and the proof of the cake is in its eating.  Kornet Chehwan which started out as an encounter of politicians from varied backgrounds who rallied to stand by the Patriarch in his defense of sovereignty, independence and human rights.  At first, Kornet Chehwan was not given the slightest chance to survive.  The government and their agents tried every trick in the bag to break it up…they failed and we have just celebrated our first birthday with brio by inflicting a resounding defeat on all the pro Syrian system and its advocates and supporters.


The victory achieved in the Metn election was not a victory of persons or candidates but the victory of the Lebanese population against the oppressor.  It was a fight for freedom and for independence.  The 2nd of June 2002 will go down as a historical milestone in Lebanon’s political agenda.


But now what? Where do we go?  What are our aims and what’s our plan of action?


How do we cooperate and how do we coordinate in order to achieve our goals which are by no means easy to reach?  Is Kornet Chehwan as it stands today capable of facing all the issues? Are we all together as Lebanese equipped well enough to face whatever positive or negative fallout may result from the Middle Eastern conflict?  


The answer is definitely no.  Kornet Chehwan must step into an upper gear; we have to widen and organize our assises and invite more eager and capable Lebanese to be involved. We have to recruit as many eager volunteers to study and organize and carry out all the policies which we should formulate in order to meet the huge variety of problems which we are facing within and without.  We have to unite our efforts in Lebanon first in order to achieve the credibility and the trust which Lebanese all over the world are expecting of us.  We have a major task ahead and God willing we shall succeed.

